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name of the Old Jewry reminds us of the ghetto
which was an important part of old London.

Another famous City street, Lombard Street, the
street of bankers, got its name from the Italian
merchants from Lombardy who set up their business
there, and who became the bankers and money-
tenders when there were no longer any Jews to
lend money to the English king and nobles.

As time went on London began to grow in a way
which seemed alarming to the people of the seven-
teenth century, though even then it was but a tiny
town in comparison with the London of to-day.
The fashionable people and courtiers began to build
houses in the western " suburbs/' as they were then
called, though now they are looked upon as very
central districts. It was chiefly in the seventeenth
century that what we now know as the West End
became a residential quarter. Some parts of the
West End are, of course, still the most fashionable
parts of London; but some, like Covent Garden
and Lincoln's Inn Fields, have been given pver to
business.

Most of the best-known names in the West End
date from the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.
The most fashionable street of all, Piccadilly, prob-
ably got its name from the very fashionable collar
called a pickadil (from the Spanish word picca, " a
spear") which the fine gentlemen wore as they
swaggered through the West End in the early seven-
teenth century. Pott Mall and the Matt in St.